
1



2



3



4



5



6



IDOT projects are typically implemented in three distinct phases.

Phase I is often referred to as the preliminary engineering and 
environmental studies. It involves analyzing existing and future 
conditions, defining the Purpose and Need for an improvement, and 
developing and evaluating improvement alternatives. Phase I concludes 
with the selection of the preferred alternative. 

Phase II is the design and land acquisition stage. During this phase, 
plans are developed and any necessary right of way is acquired. 

When all Phase II activities are complete and funding for construction is 
secured, we begin Phase III – project construction!  This is the phase 
which is most visible to the public.
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At this time, only Phase I is funded.
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Currently, the study is in the very early stages of the Phase I process. We are 
proceeding with stakeholder identification and data collection in order to 
analyze and understand existing and future conditions within the study area. 
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The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, often referred to as 
NEPA, is a federal law that outlines policies to protect the environment.

In enacting NEPA, Congress recognized that nearly all federal activities 
affect the environment in some way and mandated that before federal 
agencies make decisions, they must consider the effects of their actions 
on the quality of the human environment. 

The IL 43 study will adhere to the NEPA process.
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IDOT uses the Context Sensitive Solutions Process or CSS to make 
sure…

The project keeps scenic, aesthetic, historic, and environmental 
resources in mind while improving safety and mobility.

Stakeholders are engaged in a collaborative way. 

And Stakeholder’s views are carefully considered
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A	stakeholder	involvement	plan	– or	SIP	– was	developed	to	provide	a	guide	

for	implementing	a	meaningful	public	involvement	plan	for	the	study	and	a	

framework	for	engaging	stakeholders.

The	Stakeholder	Involvement	Plan	(SIP)	includes:

A	list	of	stakeholders

The	roles	and	responsibilities	of	participants

A	description	of	ways	stakeholders	can	participate

And	a	tentative	schedule	of	public	involvement	activities
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The study is located along IL 43 between 63rd and 65th Streets within the City 
of Chicago, the Village of Bedford Park, and the Village of Summit in Cook 
County, IL. 
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Potential improvements could include grade separation of the BRC railroad 
crossing at 63rd Street and/or 65th Street.
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The study area is located just to the northwest of the Clearing Yard 
which is owned and operated by the Belt Railway Company of Chicago 
or BRC 

The BRC Clearing Yard is the largest switching intermediate railroad 
terminal in the United States and is used by multiple railroads.

The Belt Railway dispatches more than 8,400 railcars per day and is 
able to classify between 40 and 50 miles of train, or groups of rail 
vehicles, every 24 hours.
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The railroad crossing at the intersections of Harlem Ave with 63rd and 65th

Streets has two tracks. The Belt’s Clearing Yards span a 5.5 mile distance and 
has more than 300 miles of switching tracks, allowing it to interchange with 
every railroad serving the Chicago rail hub. The trains are operating on the 
tracks at 10-25 miles per hour. 
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This is a busy area! 40,000 vehicles use Harlem Avenue every day. More than 
14,000 vehicles per day travel along 63rd Street and more than 12,000 travel 
along 65th Street.
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Projected traffic is expected to grow by 1.2% within the Project Study Area.
Nearly half of the roadway segments experience no change in traffic demand, 
with most of those roadways being high volume segments. However, the 
current and future presence of train traffic at the 63rd Street and 65th Street 
BRC crossing, will continue to result in lengthy vehicular delays.
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With high traffic volumes, areas affected by freight and recreational uses 
typically experience a higher crash frequency. A total of 382 crashes 
occurred over four years with 40% of them being rear-end collisions.  
59% of those rear-end collisions occurred at the intersections of 63rd

Street and 65th Street with IL 43.  Rear end collisions are often attributed 
to congested conditions.  There were 3 fatalities between 2010 and 
2014 with 2 of those occurring at the intersection of Harlem Avenue and 
63rd Street and 1 occurring along Harlem Avenue between 63rd Street 
and 65th Street.
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