
Welcome to the first Public Meeting for the preliminary engineering and 
environmental studies of Illinois 43 (Harlem Ave) between 63rd and 65th Streets. 
Your participation in tonight's meeting will help shape future improvements for 
Illinois 43. We appreciate your involvement and look forward to your continued 
participation throughout the study.
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The study area is located along IL 43 between 63rd and 65th Streets within the City of 
Chicago, the Village of Bedford Park, and the Village of Summit in Cook County, IL. 
Potential improvements could include grade separation of the BRC railroad 
crossings at 63rd Street and/or 65th Street.
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The purpose of this study is to:

Identify transportation issues in the area
Develop improvement alternatives
Identify and evaluate impacts of the developed alternatives
Recommend preferred alternative
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¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ L[ по ǎǘǳŘȅΣ 
and discuss existing traffic conditions,how you can get involved and how to provide 
ƛƴǇǳǘΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀƴȅ 
questions that you may have. 
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bƻǿΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ L5h¢Ωǎ {ǘǳŘȅ tǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ
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The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, often referred to as NEPA, is a 
federal law that outlines policies to protect the environment.

In enacting NEPA, Congress recognized that nearly all federal activities affect the 
environment in some way and mandated that before federal agencies make 
decisions, they must consider the effects of their actions on the quality of the 
human environment. 

The IL 43 study will adhere to the NEPA process.
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IDOT projects are typically implemented in three distinct phases.

Phase I is often referred to as the preliminary engineering and environmental 
studies. It involves analyzing existing and future conditions, defining the Purpose 
and Need for an improvement, and developing and evaluating improvement 
alternatives. Phase I concludes with the selection of the preferred alternative. 

Phase II is the design and land acquisition stage. During this phase, plans are 
developed and any necessary right of way is acquired. 

When all Phase II activities are complete and funding for construction is secured, we 
begin Phase III ςproject construction!  This is the phase which is most visible to the 
public.

At this time, only Phase I is funded.
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Currently, the study is in the very early stages of the Phase I process. We are 

proceeding with stakeholder identification and data collection in order to analyze 

and understand existing and future conditions within the study area. 
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[ŜǘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΦ

9PIM #1 Presentation

IL 43 Study 11/16/2016



The landusein the area is densely urban with residential, commercial and industrial 
development. 
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In 2005, the Chicago Region Environmental and Transportation Efficiency ςor 
CREATE ςProgram conducted a feasibility study in this area, which was identified by 
CREATE as GS1. 

CREATE is a joint effort of the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the Chicago Department of Transportation 
(CDOT), and the Association of American Railroads (AAR). Its roleis to improve the 
efficiency and reliability of the passenger and freight rail service in the Chicago 
metropolitan area, reduce delays and congestion, improve safety, and provide 
economic, environmental and energy benefits for the region.
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The GS1 study area is located just to the northwest of the Clearing Yard which is 

owned and operated by the Belt Railway Company of Chicago or BRC 

The BRC Clearing Yard is the largest switching intermediate railroad terminal in the 

United States and is used by multiple railroads.

The Belt Railway dispatches more than 8,400 railcars per day and is able to classify 

between 40 and 50 miles of train, or groups of rail vehicles, every 24 hours.
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The CREATE study found: 

Å 15,500 vehicles, including 192 CTA and Pace buses, use the state-

designated truck routes daily.

Å 33 trains per day pass thru adjacent crossings 

Å Trains must move at slow speeds (10-25 mph) due to the BRC Clearing 

Yard and local rail customers.

Å /ǊƻǎǎƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άфмм /ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ 

are critical for providing accessto emergency services

The CREATE Feasibility Analysis concluded that the project should move forward as 
an area-wide transportation improvement. 

The IL 43 studywill consider the GS1 study results.
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[ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƴƻǿΦ
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Environmental and community resources are evaluated as part of the NEPA Process
and cover a broad range of social, natural, cultural, physical and quality of life issues 
for the project Study Area. 
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